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BURNEY. 'How does poor Smart do, Sir; is he likely
to recover ?' JOHNSON. ' It seems as if his mind had
ceased to struggle with the disease; for he grows fat
upon it.* BURNEY. * Perhaps, Sir, that may be from
want of exercise.* JOHNSON. *No, Sir; he has partly
as much exercise as he used to have, for he digs in the
garden. Indeed, before his confinement, he used for
exercise to walk to the ale-house; but he was carried
back again. I did not think he ought to be shut up.
His infirmities were not noxious to society. He insisted
on people praying with him; and I'd as lief pray with
Kit Smart as any one else. Another charge was, that
he did not love clean linen; and I have no passion
for it/—Johnson continued. 'Mankind have a great
aversion to intellectual labour; but even supposing
knowledge to be easily attainable, more people would be
content to be ignorant than would take even a little
trouble to acquire it.*
' The morality of an action depends on the motive
from which we act. If I fling half a crown to a beggar
with intention to break his head, and he picks it up and
buys victuals with it, the physical effect is good; but,
with respect to me, the action is very wrong. So, reli-
gious exercises, if not performed with an intention to
please GOD, avail us nothing. As our Saviour says of
those who perform them from other motives, "Verily
they have their reward.'**
'The Christian religion has very strong evidences.
It, indeed, appears in some degree strange to reason;
but in History we have undoubted facts, against which,
reasoning a priori^ we have more arguments than we
have for them; but then, testimony has great weight,
and casts the balance. I would recommend to every

